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•  First generation farm, first 
purchased nine years ago. 

• Used Angus/Hereford cross  
on previous farm. 

• Sheep and Beef farm running  
2500 sheep and 550 cattle. 

• Mates yearlings so requires  
low-birth weight bulls. 

AS THE THIRD GENERATION ON 
BRAELYNN FARM, JEFF FINISHES  
300 CATTLE EACH YEAR UNDER  
THE SILVER FERN FARMS PROGRAMME 
AND ACHIEVES VERY HIGH STRIKE RATES 
FOR BEEF EQ – THEIR  
QUALITY BEEF GRADE. 

“ The Simmental breed has always  
been synonymous with high growth  
rates which is why we used them in  
the first place, as that’s what ultimately 
makes the money for a finishing farmer 
like myself,” says Jeff.

“We fully understand the importance of 
meeting consumer needs at the same time 
so it’s great to be achieving such strong 
results in terms of eating quality.

He says they place great emphasis on 
ensuring a high-quality product goes out 
their gate.

“Though there may be other breeds more 
commonly recognised for high marbling 
and superior eating quality, we are 

LOCATION 
5km West of Gisborne

BACKGROUND

•  Changed to Simmental for  
the better fit with his farming 
policy – bought first Simmental 
bull eight years ago.

• The rapid growth rates  
enable him to finish his cattle 
after one winter, which allows 
more flexibility with other  
classes of stock. 

• Very close to being a straight 
Simmental herd and also on  
the way to establishing their  
own Simmental stud.

SIMMENTAL 
INVOLVEMENT •  The shift from Angus to using 

Simmental Bulls has paid dividends. 

• Takes progeny through to  
18-month steers and slaughters  
at around 320-340kg.

• The growth rates speak for 
themselves and the quiet nature  
of the bulls make a significant 
difference when it comes to handling. 

• Altitude ranges from 550-800  
meters above sea level and  
Simmental do really well – which 
disproves the view they are too  
big for the hills.

RESULT

SIZE 
500 Hectares

TERRAIN 
Medium to steep hill country



I HAD A VISION 
WHEN I CHANGED 
TO SIMMENTAL 
AND THE BREED 
HAS CERTAINLY 
LIVED UP TO MY 
EXPECTATIONS.

www.simmental.co.nz
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